
San Luis Obispo County Region 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) 

For more information, please contact 
Brendan Clark, County of San Luis Obispo Public Works Department 
bclark@co.slo.ca.us 
(805) 788-2316
www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm

Date: January 19, 2022 
Time: 10am – 11am 
Location: Zoom 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87664772485?pwd=UTgvWVVuYU1OS2k4U1NWWFI5d2xpZz09 

Dial by your location: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Meeting ID: 876 6477 2485, Passcode: 649358 

1. Introduction

2. Consider Adopting Resolution Regarding Virtual Meetings (AB 361)

3. Grant Updates
a. Prop 84
b. Prop 1, Round 1 Update

4. Prop 1, Round 2 Update
a. Review highlights from DWR’s Draft Guidelines & other documents
b. Preliminary schedule for preparing application

5. Announcements & Member Updates

6. Public Comment

NOTICE: All IRWM notices will be emailed only by the online mailing list service. Please sign-up for the 
IRWM Stakeholder mailing list online at 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 
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TO:  Regional Water Management Group  
 
FROM:  Brendan Clark, Supervising Water Resources Engineer 
 
DATE:  January 19, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Item 2: Consider Adopting Resolution to Continue Meeting Virtually 
 
 
Summary 
 
On March 4, 2020, California State Governor Gavin Newsom issued a Proclamation of State of Emergency 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. That proclamation remains in effect to date.  On March 17, 2020, 
Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 that suspended the teleconferencing rules set forth 
in the California Open Meeting Law, the Brown Act (Government Code Section 54950 et seq.). On June 
11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, clarifying the suspension of the 
teleconferencing rules set forth in the Brown Act, noting that those provisions would remain suspended 
through September 30, 2021. 
 
On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361), which allows legislative 
bodies subject to the Brown Act to continue meeting by teleconference, provided they make certain 
findings, including that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of 
attendees.  AB 361 requires that certain findings be made by the legislative body every 30 days.  
 
This staff report is presented today for the RWMG to consider the finding that holding in person meetings 
would present imminent risks to the health or safety of board members, staff and all attendees of RWMG 
public meetings.   
 
Recommendation  
 
Staff recommends that the RWMG adopt the attached resolution, invoking the provisions of AB 361 
related to the holding of teleconferencing/virtual public meetings. Additionally, Staff also recommends 
that the RWMG nominate a member to sign the resolution on behalf of the Committee.  
 
Attachment 

• Resolution acknowledging the Governor’s State of Emergency and Authorizing Teleconference 
Meetings for 30 Days per AB 361 
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 In The REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP 
 COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 Wednesday, January 19, 2022 
 
PRESENT:  
 
 
ABSENT:  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-001 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP ACKNOWLEDGING  
GOVERNOR NEWSOM’S PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY AND AUTHORIZING 

MEETINGS BY TELECONFERENCE FOR A PERIOD OF  
THIRTY DAYS PURSUANT TO THE RALPH M. BROWN ACT 

The following Resolution is now offered and read: 

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom issued a Proclamation of State of 

Emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, the proclaimed state of emergency remains in effect; and 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 that 

suspended the teleconferencing rules set forth in the California Open Meeting law, Government 

Code Section 54950 et seq. (the “Brown Act”), provided certain requirements were met and 

followed; and 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21 that 

clarified the suspension of the teleconferencing rules set forth in the Brown Act, and further 

provided that those provisions would remain suspended through September 30, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bill 361 (AB 

361), allowing legislative bodies subject to the Brown Act to continue meeting by teleconference 

if the legislative body determines that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees, and further requires that certain findings be made by the 

legislative body every thirty (30) days; and 

WHEREAS, California Department of Public Health and the federal Centers for Disease 
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Control and Prevention (“CDC”) caution that the Omicron variant of COVID-19, currently the 

dominant strain of COVID-19 in the country, is more transmissible than prior variants of the 

virus, may cause more severe illness, and that even fully vaccinated individuals can spread the 

virus to others resulting in rapid and alarming rates of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations 

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html); and 

WHEREAS, the CDC has established a “Community Transmission” metric with 4 tiers 

designed to reflect a community’s COVID-19 case rate and percent positivity; and 

WHEREAS, the County of San Luis Obispo currently has a Community Transmission 

metric of “high” which is the most serious of the tiers; and 

WHEREAS, in the interest of public health and safety, as affected by the emergency 

caused by the spread of COVID-19, the Regional Water Management Group (the “RWMG”) 

deems it necessary to find holding in person meetings would present imminent risks to the 

health or safety of attendees, and thus intends to invoke the provisions of AB 361 related to 

teleconferencing. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the RWMG that: 

1. The recitals set forth above are true and correct. 

2. The Proclamation of State of Emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic 

issued by Governor Newsom on March 4, 2020, remains in effect.   

3. The RWMG finds that the proclaimed state of emergency continues to impact the 

ability of members to meet safely in person  and meeting in person would present imminent 

risks to the health or safety of attendees. 

4. Staff is directed to return with an item for the RWMG to consider making the 

findings required by AB 361 to continue meeting under its provisions. 

Upon motion of Member                     , seconded by Member                     , and on the 

following roll call vote, to wit: 

AYES:   
 
NOES: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html
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ABSENT:   
 
ABSTAINING: 

the foregoing resolution is hereby adopted on the 19th day of January, 2022. 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
_________ 
Member 
Regional Water Management Group 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Brendan Clark 
Supervising Water Resources Engineer / IRWM Program Manager 
Department of Public Works 
County of San Luis Obispo 
 
 
 



San Luis Obispo County Region 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 

2022 RWMG SCHEDULE 
IRWM Prop 1 Round 2 Grant Application 

The following meetings, workshops, and actions are scheduled to respond to Proposition 1 
IRWM Round 2 Implementation Grant opportunity for San Luis Obispo County. 

For notices via e-mail, please sign up for the IRWM Stakeholder Mailing List online at 
http://slocounty.ca.gov/irwm   

Date Activity Location Key Actions 
2022 

January 19 RWMG Meeting Online Review Draft PSP 

February 2 RWMG Meeting Online 
Review Project Selection 

Process 

March 3 RWMG Meeting TBD Call For Projects Opens 

April 6 Joint WRAC and 
RWMG Meeting 

TBD Project Presentations 

April TBD* RWMG Working 
Group Meeting 

TBD Project Scoring 

May 4* RWMG Meeting TBD 
Project Selection & 
Recommendation 

June 1* WRAC Meeting TBD WRAC Recommendation 

Mid 2022* BOS Authorizes Round 2 Grant Application 

Fall 2022* Round 2 Grant Applications Due to DWR. 
* Subject to change pending the release of the Final Prop. 1, Round 2 Guidelines and Solicitation Package.

RWMG = Regional Water Management Group 
WRAC = Water Resources Advisory Committee 

http://slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
http://slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
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