
San Luis Obispo County Region 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) 

For more information, please contact 
Brendan Clark, County of San Luis Obispo Public Works Department 
bclark@co.slo.ca.us 
(805) 788-2316 
www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 

 
Date:  June 3rd, 2020 
Time:  10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
Location: GoTo Meeting 

   Via Teleconference: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/295331549 
Call-in information: 1 (872) 240-3412 Access Code: 295-331-549 

 
 

1) Introduction 
 

2) Prop 1, Round 1 Grant Update 
a) Release of Draft Awards by DWR 
b) Next Steps 
 

3) Stormwater Resources Plan (SWRP) Update 
a) IRWM Prop 1, Round 2 Grant Funding 

 
4) 2019 IRWM Plan Adoption 

a) Recommend adoption of the 2019 IRWM Plan to the SLO County Board of Supervisors 
 

5) Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: All IRWM notices will be emailed only by the online mailing list service. Please sign-up for 
the IRWM Stakeholder mailing list online at 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 

 
 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/295331549
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
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TO:  IRWM Regional Water Management Group 

FROM: Brendan Clark, Water Resources Engineer 

DATE:  June 3rd, 2020 

SUBJECT: Item #3: Recommend Adoption of the 2019 IRWM Plan to the SLO County Board 
of Supervisors 

Recommended Actions 

1. Consider recommending adoption of the 2019 IRWM Plan to the SLO County Board of 
Supervisors 
 

Discussion 

1. Significant Changes from 2014 Plan 
2. Submittal, Review and Adoption Schedule 

 
1. Significant Changes from 2014 Plan 

The 2019 San Luis Obispo County Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (2019 Plan) is 
complete and can be viewed at www.slocounty.ca.gov/IRWM. The 2019 Plan has been under 
development since 2017. In that time, the District held: 

• 8 regional workshops,  
• 13 RWMG meetings,  
• 1 climate change workshop,  
• 2 public comment periods and 
• 1 public draft presentation.  

The 2019 Plan is, in general, an update to the 2014 Plan, rather than a complete re-write and is 
the culmination of 3 years of work by County staff, RWMG members and consultants.  

The most significantly updated sections include Governance, Region Description, Project 
Selection Process, and Climate Change. These significant changes are summarized below and a 
section-by-section summary of changes is included as Attachment 1. 

Section 2 – Governance.  This section was updated to include stakeholder integration and plan 
implementation activities, as suggested by the State Guidelines. Additionally, the 2014 
“Appendix C – the Outreach and Communications Plan” was moved in Section 2 of the 2019 
Plan. In reviewing these individual sections, staff found significant overlap of text and sought to 
reduce the bulk of plan by focusing the text where possible.  

Section 3 – Region Description. This section was updated reflect 6 Water Planning Areas (WPAs) 
rather than the previous Plan’s 16. These 6 WPAs allow for better regional planning and 
discussion and represent areas in unique watersheds. This will be increasingly important as a 
planning tool into the future in not only recognizing but utilizing the watershed/groundwater 
basin relationship. Additionally, updates were made to better align with SGMA as well as 
implementing the County’s shift from CalWater watershed definitions to USGS, which are 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/IRWM


generally truer to actual drainage patterns and lean less on political boundaries. Specifically, 
the County uses USGS Hydrologic Unit (HU) 8 to define the Water Planning Areas and our 
groupings of HU 12 to define 25 SLO County watersheds. 

Section 6 – Project Selection Process. This section documents and reflects the updated project 
selection process employed by the RWMG for the full project list, the implementation list and 
responding grant opportunities. In response to the Prop 1 Round 1 Grant opportunity, and 
looking ahead to additional opportunities, the Plan includes flexibility for the RWMG to consider 
critical needs and local priorities in the grant project selection process. It is expected for the 
next grant opportunity the RWMG will establish a metric and/or set of priorities for projects to 
be evaluated against, in addition to the State’s eligibility requirements, preferences and 
priorities for that particular opportunity.  

Section 14 – Climate Change. In 2017 and early 2018 the RWMG and interested stakeholders 
participated in various surveys and RWMG meetings, culminating with the Climate Change 
Vulnerability workshop in January 2018. Section 14 and the associated Appendix J were updated 
to reflect these efforts, responses and the intersection of the Plan goals, objectives, the State’s 
resource management strategies and the prioritized climate change vulnerabilities.  

2. Submittal, Review and Adoption Schedule 

Staff has compiled an adoption schedule for the Plan. The Draft 2019 IRWM Plan opened for 
public comments on February 19, 2020 and closed March 20, 2020. The RWMG hosted a public 
draft presentation on February 25, 2020. No comments were received. This IRWM Plan had 3 
comment periods, two locally and one hosted by DWR. Staff has compiled the final 2019 IRWM 
Plan for adoption by the SLO County Flood Control and Water Conservation District and 
subsequently the individual members of the RWMG. The BOS adoption is tentatively scheduled 
for July 14th, 2020.  

3. Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the RWMG consider recommending adoption of the plan to the Board 
of Supervisors. 
 

Attachments 

1. Summary Table of Changes from 2014 Plan to 2019 Plan 
2. SLO County IRWM 2020 Schedule 

 

References 

1. Final 2019 IRWM Plan: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-
Works/Committees-Programs/Integrated-Regional-Water-Management-(IRWM)/IRWM-
Plan.aspx  

2. DWR IRWM Planning Guidelines: https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-
Pages/Work-With-Us/Grants-And-Loans/IRWM-Grants/Files/P1-
Guidelines/2016Prop1IRWMGuidelines_FINAL_07192016.pdf?la=en&hash=C162514F319
DE47DAF69A022B765DC6E3BB4727B 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Committees-Programs/Integrated-Regional-Water-Management-(IRWM)/IRWM-Plan.aspx
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Committees-Programs/Integrated-Regional-Water-Management-(IRWM)/IRWM-Plan.aspx
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Committees-Programs/Integrated-Regional-Water-Management-(IRWM)/IRWM-Plan.aspx
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Work-With-Us/Grants-And-Loans/IRWM-Grants/Files/P1-Guidelines/2016Prop1IRWMGuidelines_FINAL_07192016.pdf?la=en&hash=C162514F319DE47DAF69A022B765DC6E3BB4727B
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San Luis Obispo County Region 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 

5/29/2020 

 
2020 IRWM Schedule 

 
The following meetings, workshops, and actions are scheduled to achieve adoption of the 2019 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Plan and facilitate IRWM in San Luis Obispo 
County. 
 
For notices via e-mail, please sign up for the IRWM Stakeholder Mailing List online at 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm 
 

Date Activity Location Key Actions 
2020 

February 19, 2020 Public Comment period opens for IRWM Plan 

March 20 Public comment period closes for IRWM Plan 

June 3 
@ 10:00am 

RWMG Meeting 

GoToMeeting 
https://global.gotomeeting.

com/join/295331549  
1 (872) 240-3412 

Access Code: 295-331-549 

IRWM Plan Adoption  

June 3 
@ 1:30pm WRAC Meeting 

GoToMeeting 
https://global.gotomeeting.

com/join/488833749 
1 (646) 749-3112 

Access Code: 488-833-749 

IRWM Plan Adoption 

July 14 Adoption of 2019 IRWM Plan by Board of Supervisors of the                                                
SLO County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

Summer/Fall 
2020 Adoption by RWMG Member Boards  

September 2 RWMG Meeting TBD TBD 

November 4 RWMG Meeting TBD TBD 
 
RWMG = Regional Water Management Group 
WRAC = Water Resources Advisory Committee 
SLO City/County Library Community Room is located at 995 Palm Street in San Luis Obispo, CA 
SLO City Council Chambers is located at 990 Palm St, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
County of SLO Board of Supervisors Chambers is located at 1055 Monterey Street in San Luis Obispo, CA 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/irwm
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/295331549
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/295331549
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/488833749
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/488833749


San Luis Obispo County  2/14/2020  
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
 

Summary of Changes  
2014 IRWM Plan to 2019 IRWM Plan 

 
This table is a high-level summary of the changes made in updating the 2014 IRWM Plan to the 2019 
IRWM Plan. The District encourages reviewing Appendix L – State Guidelines Requirements Table 
to see the extensive list of DWR requirements for the plan, what section meets the requirement and 
a brief qualitative explanation.  

Section Title 
Type of 

change, if 
any 

Description 

1 Introduction Minor General updates. No structural changes to section.  

2 
Governance and 
Stakeholder Involvement 

Significant 

Section now includes Stakeholder Integration and 
Plan Implementation subsections to meet 
Guidelines. Also includes Outreach and 
Communication Plan 

3 Region Description Significant 

Watersheds updated from CalWater boundaries to 
USGS Hydrologic Units. Added water quality issues, 
per Guidelines. Updated Groundwater subsection 
to reflect SGMA. 

4 
IRWM Goals and 
Objectives 

Minor 
Updated goals and objectives to reflect SGMA. 
Updated survey information. 

5 
Resource Management 
Strategies 

Significant 
Replaced "water management strategies" with the 
State's "Resource Management Strategies" 

6 Project Review Process Significant 
Overhauled based on RWMG efforts in 2018 and 
2019 regarding the Implementation List and Grant 
Opportunity List processes.  

7 
Plan Benefits and 
Impacts 

Minor 
Updated to reflect current project list, no structural 
changes to section.  

8 
Plan Performance and 
Monitoring Results 

Minor 
Updated to reflect current project list, no structural 
changes to section.  

9 Data Management Minor 
Updated to reflect current practices and upcoming 
new systems, no structural changes to section.  

10 Financing Strategies Minor 
Updated to reflect current opportunities and 
project list, no structural changes to section. 

11 Technical Analysis Minor 
Updated to reflect latest technical studies and 
reports, no structural changes to section. 

12 
Relation to Local Water 
and Land Use Planning 

Minor 
Updated to include GSP efforts and latest agency 
documents (i.e. UWMPs) 

13 Planning Coordination Minor 
Updated with latest funding area and regional 
coordination, also reflects GSA formation across 
region  

14 Climate Change Significant 
Overhauled based on Guidelines requirements. 
Added the Vulnerability Assessment and 
Prioritization as required.  
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