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Section C. Region Description

C.1 PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION OF SECTION

The November 2012 State Guidelines for this section include the following elements:

IRWM Plan Standard from November 2012 IRWM Guidelines:
An IRWM Plan must include a description of the region being managed by the RWMG. This description should include a
comprehensive inclusion of the following:

e A description of the watersheds and the water systems, natural and anthropogenic (i.e. “man-made”), including
major water related infrastructure, flood management infrastructure, and major land-use divisions. Also include a
description of the quality and quantity of water resources within the region (i.e. surface waters, groundwater,
reclaimed water, imported water, and desalinated water). As relevant, describe areas and species of special
biological significance and other sensitive habitats, such as marine protected areas and impaired water bodies
within the region.

e A description of internal boundaries within the region including the boundaries of municipalities, service areas of
individual water, wastewater, flood control districts, and land use agencies. The description should also include
those not involved in the Plan (i.e. groundwater basin boundaries, watershed boundaries, county, State, and
international boundaries).

e A description of water supplies and demands for a minimum 20-year planning horizon. Include a discussion of
important ecological processes and environmental resources within the regional boundaries and the associated
water demands to support environmental needs. This includes a description of the potential effects of climate
change on the region.

e A descriptive comparison of current and future (or proposed) water quality conditions in the region. Describe any
water quality protection and improvement needs or requirements within the area of the Plan.

e A description of the social and cultural makeup of the regional community. Identify important cultural or social
values. Identify DACs in the management area. Describe economic conditions and important economic trends within
the region. Describe efforts to effectively involve and collaborate with Tribal government representatives to better
sustain Tribal and regional water and natural resources (if applicable).

e A description of major water related objectives and conflicts in the defined management region, including clear
identification of problems within the region that lead to the development of the objectives, implementation strategies,
and implementation projects intended to provide resolution.

e An explanation of how the IRWM regional boundary was determined and why the region is an appropriate area for
IRWM planning.

e [dentification of neighboring and/or overlapping IRWM efforts (if any) and an explanation of the planned/working
relationship that promotes cooperation and coordination between regions

e For IRWM regions that receive water supplied from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, an explanation of how plan
will help reduce dependence on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for water supply (SB 855 (Committee on
Budgets), Section 31.(c)(1)).

In an effort to fully address each of the State Guideline requirements and maintain a concise
amount of section content, thereby minimizing the number of pages, the section relies heavily
on providing data in a tabular format; in most cases, a table is used to summarize more detailed
information located in the IRWM Plan’s Appendices. The following appendices support this
section:
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e Appendix L — Detailed Description of Groundwater Basins

e Appendix M — Detailed Description of Water Planning Areas and Local Water
Districts

e Appendix N — San Luis Obispo County Watershed Management Planning Project
Report

Section C is organized to assist in the understanding for splitting the IRWM Region up into three
Sub-Regions, 16 Water Planning Areas (WPAs), and 25 watersheds. Completion of the San Luis
Obispo County Watershed Management Planning Project Report (Coastal San Luis RCD 2014 &
Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD, January 2014), included as Appendix N, provides the first phase
of describing the region at the watershed level. The next phase improves this description by
populating areas identified in the report as prioritized data gaps. For purposes of the IRWM
Plan Update, the WPAs are still the primary boundaries for purposes of water supply planning
and summarizing water supplies and demands; whereas, watershed-level descriptive
information is provided in Section C.7 with reference to Appendix N if additional details are
needed.

C.2 SAN Luis OBISPO COUNTY RELEVANCE AS AN IRWM PLANNING AREA

The region covered by this San Luis Obispo IRWM Plan is co-terminus with the boundaries of
the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (District) and is the
same as the County of San Luis Obispo (see Figure C-1). The County’s 3,304 square miles is
broken down further into the North Coast Sub-Region, the North County Sub-Region, and the
South County Sub-Region. The 2012 Guideline includes the following regarding the definition
of a region:

CWC §10541(f) states the guidelines shall include a standard for identifying a
region for the purpose of developing and modifying an IRWM Plan, and DWR
shall develop a process to approve the composition of a region for the purposes
of sections 75026 — 75028 of the PRC. DWR developed the Region Acceptance
Process (RAP) to approve region composition for the purpose of developing or
modifying an IRWM Plan...Through the RAP, IRWM planning regions are
accepted into the IRWM Grant program. IRWM planning regions can then apply
for IRWM Grants subject to conditions on the acceptance through the RAP and
the criteria and review process set up for each funding cycle.

The County’s boundary encompasses the appropriate geographic region and composition for
integrated regional water management planning. As a result, all aspects of water management
generally lie within the same physical, political, environmental, social, and economic
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boundaries. The County’s boundary ensures active stakeholder involvement at the local and
sub-region level based on the Region’s shared experience and community values. By linking
water resources management to local land use planning, local communities can better balance
economic well-being, social equity, and environmental protection needs within their respective
sub-regions. The larger region defined as the County is the most effective size to integrate
these planning efforts within the context of local community shared values and sense of place.

There are no regional water agencies within or overlapping the County. All of the water
resources interested entities within the region participate, or are invited to participate, on the
Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) or on flood control advisory committees, as
described in Section B - Governance, Stakeholder Involvement, and Outreach. The
relationship between the County and bordering IRWM Regions is described in Section O —
Coordination.

Defining the IRWM region as the County has enabled the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control
and Water Conservation District (District) and stakeholders to use existing infrastructure,
management systems, funding mechanisms, partnerships, and planning documents as a
scaffold upon which to build the IRWM Plan. This approach has resulted in an effective,
synergistic, and efficient approach to regional water resources management that provides an
overarching framework for sound and sustainable Water Management Strategies (WMSs).

C.3 IMPORTANCE OF SUB-REGION SEPARATION

The County, split into its three Sub-Regions (see Figure C-2), is an appropriately governed
region because its boundaries exactly match those of the District. Sub-regionalization facilitates
water resources analysis by facilitating integrated water management between jurisdictions
that overlie common groundwater basins and watersheds. The Sub-Regions are also grouped to
reflect watershed outflow directions and common climatic features. The three Sub-Regions are
connected by the District’s/County’s jurisdiction as well as the regional water projects such as
the Nacimiento Water Project (NWP), Salinas Reservoir system, Whale Rock Reservoir system,
Lopez Water System and State Water Coastal Branch, which continue to be evaluated for their
potential to be optimized to better meet the Region’s water needs.

Understanding that regional water planning is a collaborative process of many cultures and
socioeconomic backgrounds of urban, rural and agricultural uses, developed and undeveloped
lands, the District has found that setting the emphasis of the planning unit boundaries to match
three unique and separate Sub-Regions rightfully places the responsibility for leadership at the
sub-regional level. Ownership of the IRWM Plan implementation process at the level of each
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Sub-Region, where IRWM projects are conceived, will ensure that the project sponsors shape
their projects to address the Sub-Regional Priorities selected by the Sub-Region stakeholders
for each of the objectives covered in Section E — IRWM Goals and Objectives.
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Figure C-1. Regional Setting and Neighboring IRWM Plans
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Figure C-2. Sub-Regions and County Overview
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The County’s three sub-regions are also appropriately sized for the inclusion of environmental
values in integrated water resource management because they are neither too small to
effectively manage complete ecological systems, nor too large to deal with sometimes complex
biological relationships taking place at the local level (e.g., fish passage or non-native plant
species on local streams).

The information in this chapter is based primarily on the San Luis Obispo County 2012 Master
Water Report. Other sources used include the 2007 San Luis Obispo Region Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan, other County documents and plans, and area Urban Water
Management Plans, as noted. The 2012 Master Water Report further divides the Sub-Regions
into Water Planning Areas (WPA) in order to organize data collection, analysis and reporting.

C.3.1 North Coast Sub-Region

The North Coast Sub-Region spans from the San Luis Obispo/Monterey County line southward
to the community of Los Osos, bounded to the west by the Pacific Ocean and to the east by the
crest of the Santa Lucia Range (see Figure C-3). The North Coast Sub-Region includes San
Simeon (WPA 1), Cambria (WPA 2), Cayucos (WPA 3), Morro Bay(WPA 4), and Los Osos (WPA
5).

C.3.2 North County Sub-Region

The North County Sub-Region essentially includes the WPAs that do not drain directly to the
ocean through the County’s coastal regions, and includes WPAs 10 through 16 (see Figure C-4).
The North County Sub-Region extends inland from the San Luis Obispo/Santa Barbara County
line north to the San Luis Obispo/Monterey County line, bounded to the east by Kern and
Fresno Counties, and to the west, in part, by the Santa Lucia range. The North County Sub-
Region includes Carrizo Plain (WPA 10), Rafael/ Big Spring (WPA 11), Santa Margarita (WPA 12),
Atascadero/Templeton (WPA 13), Salinas/Estrella (WPA 14), Cholame (WPA 15), and
Nacimiento (WPA 16). The North County Sub-Region includes, but is not limited to, the larger
urban areas of Paso Robles and Atascadero.

C.3.3 South County Sub-Region

The South County Sub-Region spans from the City of San Luis Obispo south to the San Luis
Obispo/Santa Barbara County line, east to the Cuyama Valley, and west to the community of
Avila Beach. It includes WPA 6 through 9 (see Figure C-5). The South County Sub-Region
includes the urban areas of San Luis Obispo, Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach, Oceano, and
Nipomo.
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Figure C-3. North Coast Sub-Region
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Figure C-4. North County Sub-Region
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Figure C-5. South County Sub-Region
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C.3.4 Internal Boundaries within Each of the Sub-Regions

Table C-1 below summarizes the relationship between the Sub-Regions, the Water Planning

Areas and other notable boundaries that assist in defining the IRWM region. Watershed and

Water Supplier descriptions follow the brief description of the WPAs.

Table C-1. Internal Boundaries within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region

Sub-

Local Governments, Communities,

Region WPA Places of Interest Watersheds Water Suppliers
. o Community of San Simeon 2. San Simeon-Arroyo de la Cruz e San Simeon CSD
San Simeon
e Hearst Ranch
. e Town of Cambria 1. Big Creek — San Carpoforo e Cambria CSD
Cambria
3. Santa Rosa Creek
e Community of Cayucos 4. Cayucos Creek- Whale Rock e Morro Rock MWC
Area e Paso Robles Beach
Cavucos Water Association
y o CSA10A
e Cayucos Cemetery
District
North e California Men’s Colony 4. Cayucos Creek- Whale Rock e California Men’s
Coast e Cuesta College Area Colony
e Camp San Luis Obispo 5. Morro Bay e Cuesta College
(National Guard) e Camp San Luis Obispo
e County Office of Education (National Guard)
Morro Bay . .
e County Operational Center e County Office of
o City of Morro Bay Education
e County Operational
Center
e City of Morro Bay
o Community of Los Osos 5. Morro Bay e Los Osos CSD
e S&T MWC
Los Osos
e Golden State Water
Company
e Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 6. Irish Hills Coastal Watershed e Cal Poly San Luis
e Community of Avila Beach 7. San Luis Obispo Creek Obispo
e Port San Luis e Avila Beach CSD
South San Luis o City of San Luis Obispo e Avila Valley MWC
Obispo/ e San Miguelito MWC
County .
Avila e (CSA12

e Port San Luis
e City of San Luis Obispo
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Sub? WPA Local Governments, Communities, Watersheds Water Suppliers
Region Places of Interest
e Community of Nipomo 9. Arroyo Grande Creek e (Oceano CSD
e Community of Oceano 11. Nipomo Suey Creeks e City of Pismo Beach
e Palo Mesa Village 8. Pismo Creek e City of Arroyo Grande
e City of Pismo Beach 10. Santa Maria River e City of Grover Beach
e City of Arroyo Grande e Golden State Water
7. South Coast | e City of Grover Beach Company
e Nipomo CSD
e Rural Water Company
e Woodlands Mutual
Water Company
e Conoco Phillips
13. Alamo Creek
8. Huasna .
Valley 14. Cuyama Rlver
12. Huasna River
9. Cuyama 14. Cuyama River
Valley

e Community of California Valley |15. Black Sulphur Spring

10. Carrizo Plain 16. Soda Lake

11. Rafael/ Big 17. Upper San Juan Creek
Spring 18. Lower San Juan Creek
o Village of Pozo e (CSA?23
12. Santa e Community of Santa Margarita |19. Upper Salinas-Santa Margarita| e Santa Margarita Ranch
Margarita e Santa Margarita Ranch Area
o Community of Templeton 20. Mid Salinas- Atascadero Area | ¢ Garden Farms CWD
13. Atascadero/ | ¢ Community of Garden Farms e Templeton CSD
Templeton | e City of Atascadero e Atascadero MWC
North
ol o Community of San Miguel 23. Estrella River e San Miguel CSD
e Community of Shandon 22. Huer Huero Creek e Camp Roberts
. o Village of Whitley Gardens 18. Lower San Juan Creek e (CSA 16 (Shandon)
14. Salinas/ . .
Ectrella o Village of Creston 17. Upper San Juan Creek e City of Paso Robles
e Camp Roberts
e City of Paso Robles
15. Cholame e Community of Cholame 24. Cholame Creek
e Heritage Ranch 25. Nacimiento River e Nacimiento Water
16. Nacimiento | e Community of Oak Shores Company

e Heritage Ranch CSD

C.4 GROUNDWATER BASINS

There are 24 groundwater basins and 10 sub-basins’ in the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region. See
Figure C-6 for a comprehensive view of both DWR-listed groundwater basins and smaller

! The Santa Maria Groundwater Basin was divided into three Management Areas as a result of adjudication
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unlisted groundwater basins essential to the region’s water supply. This section condenses the
highly detailed descriptions of the groundwater resources based on the 2012 Master Water
Report and 2014 Watershed Management Planning Project Study (Watershed Snapshot Study).

Groundwater is essential to the region’s water supply portfolio, so this IRWM Plan includes
discussion of:

e current sustainable yield (if available)
e known active storage volumes

e known water quality

e supply quantity challenges

e on-going management efforts

For additional groundwater basin detail, please see Appendix L — Groundwater Basin
Descriptions. Additional information of the region’s geology can be found in Section C.7
Watersheds.

Table C-2 provides a very brief description of the various groundwater basins and sub-basins
within the IRWM region, and is organized based on Sub-Region, WPA, and then by
Groundwater Basin (or Sub-Basin) listed in the order of each of the WPAs. See larger size
groundwater basin delineations in each of the WPA figures in the following section.

Any asterisk following any basin in Table C-2 indicates the County of San Luis Obispo Planning
Department has determined that the basin is currently at a Level Ill severity rating (resource
capacity has been met or exceeded) due to poor water quality, and/or historic groundwater
level declines and resulting groundwater storage losses. Consequently, water conservation
measures, basin management activities, and new growth restrictions are taking place in those
basins. The term “Not Available” is used where information is not available and studies should
be done to develop a baseline of information (e.g., current water quality characteristics for
each basin). Any listed Sub-Basin’s are italicized and indented, and share information with the
primary groundwater basin unless a significant separation exists and data is available. A
thorough water budget accounting of groundwater, including other water supplies, is provided
in Section D — Water Supply, Demand, and Water Budget.

proceedings — the Nipomo Mesa Management Area, the Northern Cities Management Area and the Santa Maria
Valley Management Area.
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Figure C-6. Groundwater Basins

San Luis Obispo County IRWM Region C-14 July 2014



San Luis Obispo Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
Section C. Region Description

Figure C-7. North Coast Groundwater Basins

July 2014 C-15 San Luis Obispo County IRWM Region



San Luis Obispo Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
Section C. Region Description

Figure C-8. South County Groundwater Basins
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Figure C-9. North County Groundwater Basins
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Table C-2. Groundwater Basins within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region
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1. San Carpoforo Valley | 3-33 200 | Not Available 1,800 Not Available | X | X X
1—San 2. Arroyo De La Cruz 3-34 750 1,244 6,600 Not Available X
Simeon Valley
3. Pico Creek Valley* NA 62.5 120 40 (19) Not Available | X | X X X X
4. San Simeon Valley***| 3-35 620 1,0404 4,000 TDS” - 46 to X X X X X X X
(120ft) 2210
2 - Cambria 5. Santa Rosa Valley*** | 3-36 | 4,480 2,260 24,700 | CP—80t0 933 X | x| x| x| x
6. Villa Valley 3-37 | 980 1,000" Low (50ft) | TDS- 500 X | x x| x| x| x| x
7. Cayucos Valley 3-38 580 600 Low (68ft) TDS- 500 X X[ X | X]| X | X
8. Old Valley 3-39 | 750 505 Low (72ft) | TDs-440 X | x X | x X
North 3 — Cayucos =
Coast 9. Toro Valley 3-40 510 532 Low (50- Cl-129 X | X X[ X | X]| X | X
80ft) | TDs-400 to 700
10.Morro Valley 3-41 | 1,200 1,5006 Low (80ft) | TDS—400 to 800| X X X X X X X X X
6
4 — Morro N"-220
Bay 11.Chorro Valley 3-42 11,900 to 2,2107 Low (50- |TDS-500to 700| X | X X| X | X]| X | X | X X | X
3,200 70ft)
12.Los Osos Valley* 3-8 6,400 3,200 High with |TDS-200to 400] X | X X | X | X X X
Multiple N6—45
Aquifer
5 —Los Osos Layers
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Table C-2.Groundwater Basins within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region, Continued

[} o
= a Management Challenges On-Going Management
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13.San Luis Obispo 3-9 | 13,800 6,0009 Low Not Available | X X X X
VaIIey8
6 — San Luis 14. San Luis Valley Sub- 8,000 | 2,000-2,500 | Low (60ft) |TDS—-320 to 630] X X | X X
Obispo/Avila Basin
15. Avila Valley Sub- 1,100"° | Not Available | Low (60ft) | Not Available | X X | X X X
Basin
16. Edna Valley Sub- 4,700 | 4,000-4,500 Low TDS-630to 780 X X X X
Basin
17.Santa Maria River 3-12 |184,000] See Note 11 High Not Available X | X | X]| X | X | X | X X
VaIIey11
18. Arroyo Grande 3,860 | Not Available | Medium | TDS—>1,500" | x X | x X | X X
7 _south Valley Sub-Basin (100ft)
South |oast 19. Nipomo Valley 6,230 | Not Available Not TDS-750to | X X X X X
County Sub-Basin Available 1,300
Cl-64 to 130
N-3.4
20. Pismo Creek Valley 1,220 | >200 (no max | Low (60 to TDS—-620 X X X | X
Sub-Basin™ is available) 70ft)
8 — Huasna 21.Huasna Valley 3-45 | 4,700 | Not Available Not Not Available | X X
Valley Available
22.Cuyama Valley Basin* | 3-13 |147,200] 9,000-13,000 | High (150 TDS-755 to X X X X X
(8,000 net to 250) 1,000
9 —Cuyama consumptive N—400 (shallow
Va“ey use) We”S)
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Table C-2. Groundwater Basins within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region, Continued
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) 23.Carrizo Plain 3-19 |173,000] 8,000-11,000 High TDS-161 to X X
10 - Carrizo (3,000ft) 94,750
Plain
24.Rafael Valley 3-46 | 2,990 | Not Available Not Not Available | X | X
11 — Rafael/ Available
Big Spring 25.Big Spring Area 3-47 | 7,320 | Not Available Not Not Available | X | X
Available
26.Pozo Valley 3-44 | 6,840 1,000 Low (30ft) | TDS—-287 to 676 X X X X
27.Rinconada Valley 3-43 | 2,580 | Not Available Not Not Available | X | X
12 —Santa Available
North |Margarita 28.Santa Margarita NA NA 400-600 High | TDS—400 to 490 X X
County (multiple
aquifer
layers)
29.Paso Robles* 3-4.06 |505,000 97,700 Low to 2008 WQ X | X X | X | X]| X | X | X X | X
Medium | Report Showed
(30 to 130 | Below Primary
ft Upper | Drinking Water
13- Unconfined | Standards. Low
¢tasc?dtero/ ) to Medium
empleton .
30. Atascadero Sub- Medium | concentrations -y 1y X[ x [ x| x]x
Basin** (100ft) of Arsenic and
Barium are
present.
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Table C-2.Groundwater Basins within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region, Continued
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* The County of San Luis Obispo Planning Department has recommended that the basin is currently at a Level lll severity rating

(resource capacity has been met or exceeded) due to either, water quality, historical groundwater level declines and resulting

groundwater storage losses.

** The County of San Luis Obispo Planning Department has recommended that the basin is currently at a Level | severity rating
(resource capacity has been met or exceeded) due to either, water quality, historical groundwater level declines, and/or resulting

groundwater storage losses.

*** The County of San Luis Obispo Planning Department recommended a level of severity, but the level of severity was never

certified.

Notes:

1. The State Board allows a maximum extraction of 518 AFY in the Santa Rosa Valley Groundwater Basin and a maximum dry season extraction of 260 AF (Cambria CSD
WMP, 2008). The California Coastal Commission Coastal Development Permit defines the Santa Rosa Creek dry period as July 1 to November 20.
2. TDS s typically in the range of 100 to 500 mg/| with an MCL of 500 mg/|
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Table C-2. Groundwater Basins within the San Luis Obispo IRWM Region, Continued

3.
4.

O Now

10.
11.

12.
13.

Chloride (Cl) is typically in the range of 30 to 270 mg/| with an MCL of 250 mg/I

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) allows a maximum extraction of 1,230 AFY in the San Simeon Valley Groundwater Basin and a maximum dry
season extraction of 370 AF (Cambria CSD Water Master Plan (WMP), 2008).

Sea water intrusion and petroleum hydrocarbon contamination are the primary constraints.

Nitrate MCL is 10 mg/I.

Safe yield under drought conditions is estimated at 566 AFY through the State Board.

The San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin is part of WPA 6 and WPA 7 and encompasses approximately 13,800 acres (approx. 21.6 square miles), including the San
Luis Valley, Edna Valley, and the newly defined Avila Valley Sub-Basins.

The safe yield of the San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin is estimated at 6,000 AFY, of which 2,000 AFY is assigned to the San Luis Valley Sub-basin, and 4,000
AFY to the Edna Valley Sub-basin (Boyle, 1991; DWR 1997)

Estimated based on San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin area.

The Santa Maria Valley Groundwater Basin was adjudicated in 2005 by the Superior Court of California based on a Judgment for a basin-wide groundwater litigation
case that defined three basin management areas. These management areas are the Northern Cities Management Area (NCMA), the Nipomo Mesa Management Area
(NMMA), and the Santa Maria Valley Management Area (SMVMA). The portion of the groundwater basin located in San Luis Obispo County in 1975 was estimated by
the Department of Water Resources to contain about 226,000 AF.

Downstream sections only. Upstream sections meeting drinking water standards.

Pismo Creek Sub-Basin does not lie within the adjudicated areas of the Santa Maria River Valley Basin.
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C.5 DESCRIPTION OF WATER PLANNING AREAS (WPAS) AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS AND COMMUNITIES

The WPAs represent the geographical organization of the County. Water demand, agricultural
water needs, sources of supply, and other information are organized by WPA. The WPAs
discussed below were intended to recognize important hydrogeologic units or water
management areas throughout the County.

In general, the following types of information were used to define the WPAs, but no single
approach was followed to delineate every WPA:

e Groundwater basin boundaries

e Watershed boundaries

e Water supplies and management practices
e Urban growth boundaries

e Similar demands and climate

Similar water supply issues

C.5.1 Reference Information and Level of Detail

This section provides a very brief description of the WPAs and a short statement of continuing
issues and concerns (i.e., Appendix M — Water Planning Area Descriptions contains the more
detailed information for each WPA). The purpose here is to define the WPAs using visual
mapping that includes the WPA boundaries, agency locations, groundwater basins, larger
infrastructure, sources of water supplies, source of water demands, and general water-related
issues.

Understanding that much can be said regarding each of the WPAs, information included in the
IRWM Plan for each WPA is summarized from the published 2012 Master Water Report. As
stated in Section C.1 Purpose and Organization, the descriptive sections following the WPA
summaries capture the details at the watershed level (a slightly higher resolution) to better
align the reporting data with the defined hydrogeologic features within the three Sub-Regions.
As a result, there are 16 WPAs and 25 watersheds to describe San Luis Obispo County’s water
demand and supply data, and natural watershed characteristics, respectively.
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C.5.2 North Coast WPAs

C.5.2.1 WPA 1 - San Simeon

The San Simeon WPA encompasses the community of San Simeon, Hearst Ranch, agricultural,
and other rural overlying users in the northern-most area of the North Coast Sub-Region (see
Figure C-10). The primary groundwater supplies include the San Carpoforo, Arroyo De La Cruz,
and Pico Creek Valley Groundwater Basins. The issues in this WPA include seawater intrusion
and tidal influences affecting water quality, and limited groundwater basin yield because of a
small recharge area.

Community of San Simeon

The unincorporated community of San Simeon is located along Highway 1, north of Cambria.
The San Simeon Community Services District (SSCSD) serves an area of about 100 acres, which
includes approximately 320 residential dwelling units and over twice that number of
hotel/motel units. Though the permanent residential population is estimated at 247, the tourist
population can outnumber locals and varies with the season.

The median household income (MHI) is $43,092 (see Figure C-58), or 71% of the State MHI and
it thereby qualifies as a State-designated Disadvantaged Community (DAC). Motel rooms,
restaurants, and other tourist facilities are a major component in the SSCSD water and sewer
usage. According to the Draft Community Plan, there were 706 existing hotel/motel units
(rooms) in the District service area. The tourist population varies with the season. The majority
of jobs for local residents are in the hotel/motel and service industries.

The build-out population is projected to reach 740 residents. The build-out population is the
upper range from the San Simeon Community Plan, which assumes 530 dwelling units (DU) and
1.4 persons per DU. The commercial/retail sector constitutes over 70% of the annual demand.
Build-out water demand is based on 3,426 gpd/acre for the non-residential sector and 72
gallons per capita per day (gpcd) consumption for residents.

Hearst Ranch

In 2005, the Hearst Corporation created a conservation easement over their lands just north of
the community of San Simeon, ensuring that San Simeon’s 82,000 acres Hearst Ranch remains a
family cattle ranch in perpetuity and largely undeveloped. They also donated thirteen miles of
pristine coastline to the people of California, protecting the shoreline from commercial
development. Hearst Ranch also includes the well-known Hearst Castle State Park. Their water
use is primarily related to the State’s maintenance and operations of Hearst Castle and on-site
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ranching activities. Historically, Hearst Ranch has also accessed natural spring water sources
northeast of the castle’s location.

C.5.2.2 WPA 2 - Cambria

The Cambria WPA (see Figure C-11) includes the community of Cambria, agricultural, and other
rural overlying users between WPA1l to the north and WPA 3 to the south. The primary
groundwater supplies include the San Simeon, Santa Rosa, and Villa Valley Groundwater Basins.
The issues in this WPA include the potential for seawater intrusion, drought impacts to
groundwater supplies, and limited groundwater basin yield.

Community of Cambria

Cambria is an unincorporated town bisected by Highway 1. The Cambria Community Services
District (CCSD) provides water and wastewater services to an area of about 4 square miles,
including approximately 3900 residential dwelling units and many hotels and other visitor
serving businesses. Cambria CSD also provides water and wastewater services to the San
Simeon State Park Campground. Tourism is a major contributor to the economy and tends have
a greater impact during the summer.

The areas surrounding the Cambria CSD services area are devoted to agricultural uses, primarily
grazing. Cambria’s existing population is 6,284 residents and the build-out population ranges
between 8,257 and 13,547 depending on assumptions.
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Figure C-10. Water Planning Area No. 1 - San Simeon
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Figure C-11. Water Planning Area No. 2 - Cambria
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C.5.2.3 WPA 3 — Cayucos

The Cayucos WPA (see Figure C-12) includes the Cayucos Area Water Organization (CAWO)
members (Morro Rock Mutual Water Company, Paso Robles Beach Mutual Water Company,
County Service Area 10A, and the Cayucos Cemetery District), agricultural, and other rural
overlying users. The primary groundwater supplies include the Cayucos, Old and Toro Valley
Groundwater Basins. CAWO members receive potable water predominantly from Whale Rock
Reservoir. The issues in this WPA include drought impacts to groundwater supplies and limited
groundwater basin yield.

Community of Cayucos

Cayucos is a small oceanfront community with a mixture of vacation homes and full-time
residences. A commercial sector serves both the residential and tourist population.

C.5.2.4 WPA 4 — Morro Bay

The Morro Bay WPA (see Figure C-13) includes the City of Morro Bay, the Chorro Valley Water
System (California Men’s Colony, Cuesta College, Camp San Luis Obispo (National Guard),
County Operations Center/Office of Education), agricultural and other rural overlying users. The
only groundwater supplies include the Morro and Chorro Valley Groundwater Basins. Other
major supply sources include the State Water Project, ocean water desalination (City of Morro
Bay), Whale Rock Reservoir, Chorro Reservoir, and future recycled water from the jointly
operated Morro Bay - Cayucos Sanitary District wastewater treatment plant. The issues in this
WPA include drought impacts to groundwater supplies and groundwater quality due to high
nitrates stemming from private septic systems and salinity intrusion, and availability/reliability
of State Water from year to year.

California Men’s Colony

The Men's Colony is a medium-security prison north of Highway 1. Including both the East and
West Facilities, the total current inmate capacity of the prison is 6,452 persons. Total staff is
about 1,700. Significant expansion of the prison is not anticipated.?

Cuesta College

The Cuesta College campus on Highway 1 provides community college services and associate of
arts degrees. Enrollment in 1994 was 7,880 students. Additional campuses of the college are
planned, one in the northern and one in the southern areas of the county. The north county

2 County of San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo Area Plan, November 2006.
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campus is planned to be established by the year 2002, and the south county campus is planned
for the year 2020.3

Camp San Luis Obispo (National Guard)

Camp San Luis Obispo provides operational, training and logistical support to a wide variety of
civilian and military agencies at federal, state and local levels. These agencies include: 1) the
United States Property and Fiscal Office, 2) the California Army and National Guard, 3) the
United States Army reserve, 4) the United States Coast Guard Reserve, 5) the California
Conservation Corps, 6) the California Specialized Training Institute, 7) Cuesta Community
College, and 8) Caltrans. Units of the National Guard, Army Reserve and Active Army occupy
facilities at Camp San Luis Obispo for two- to three-week periods of training duty, primarily
during the summer months. In the past, the camp has also provided temporary housing and an
operational base for firefighting crews during a major wildfire - the Las Pilitas fire. Facilities at
the site include training fields, offices, barracks, and a heIiport.4

County Office of Education

The San Luis Obispo County Office of Education has its administrative office across Highway 1
from the westerly entrance to Cuesta College. The narrow watershed of Pennington Creek
contains intensive development near Highway 1 and more extensive outdoor-related
educational activities upstream.

County Operational Center

The San Luis Obispo County Operational Center is adjacent to Camp San Luis Obispo. Existing
and proposed facilities include: sheriff and county jail complex (including the honor farm),
sheriff's pistol range, emergency operations center, storage and maintenance areas for county
departments, environmental garage, vehicle maintenance, fuel facility, road yard, animal
control center, and a juvenile services center.’

City of Morro Bay

The City of Morro Bay provides water service to over 5,500 connections, including over 10,000
residents, businesses, industrial facilities, and public facilities. The population estimate in 2005
was 10,270 according to the 2005 Urban Water Management Plan (2005 UWMP). Its coastal
location attracts a large number of tourists during the summer and on weekends. The motels,
hotels, restaurants, State Parks, and other facilities serving the tourist population add a

3 County of San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo Area Plan, November 2006.
4 County of San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo Area Plan, November 2006.
> County of San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo Area Plan, November 2006.
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significant water demand to the local population living primarily in single-family residences. The
2005 UWMP assumed a build-out population of 12,900, estimated to be achieved in 2028.

C.5.2.5 WPA 5 - Los Osos

The Los Osos WPA includes the community of Los Osos, agricultural and other rural overlying
users (see Figure C-14). The primary groundwater supply is the Los Osos Valley Groundwater
Basin. The issues in this WPA include drought impacts to groundwater supplies, groundwater
guality and documented seawater intrusion.

Community of Los Osos

The unincorporated community of Los Osos is just south of the City of Morro Bay. Los Osos is
bordered on the northwest by the Morro Bay Estuary and Morro Bay State Park; to the east by
Los Osos Creek and its riparian corridor; and to the south and southwest by the Irish Hills and
Montana de Oro State Park. The Los Osos Valley lies to the east of the community.

The community of Los Osos has been subject to a building moratorium since 1988, which has
resulted in only limited entitled development since that time. Upon completion of the
wastewater project by the County, the moratorium may be lifted (subject to availability of
other resource issues such as water supply and habitat conservation).

San Luis Obispo County IRWM Region C-30 July 2014



San Luis Obispo Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
Section C. Region Description

Figure C-12. Water Planning Area No. 3 - Cayucos
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Figure C-13. Water Planning Area No.4 - Morro Bay
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Figure C-14. Water Planning Area No. 5 - Los Osos
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C.5.3 South County WPAs

C.5.3.1 WPA 6 — San Luis Obispo/Avila

The San Luis Obispo/Avila WPA (see Figure C-15) includes the City of San Luis Obispo, County
Airport, Cal Poly, Avila Beach Community Services District (Avila Beach CSD), Avila Valley Mutual
Water Company (Avila Valley MWC), San Miguelito Mutual Water Company (San Miguelito
MWC), County Service Area 12 (CSA 12), Port San Luis, agricultural, and other rural overlying
users. The primary groundwater supplies include the San Luis and Avila Valley Groundwater
Sub-basins. Other major supply sources include the State Water Project, Whale Rock Reservoir
(located in WPA 3), Salinas Reservoir and the Nacimiento Water Project (see North County Sub-
Region WPAs), Lopez Lake Reservoir (located in WPA 3), and recycled water through the City of
San Luis Obispo's Water Recycling Program. The issues in this WPA include limited groundwater
supplies.

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Cal Poly is located to the north of the City of San Luis Obispo. Cal Poly occupies 1,321 acres with
a campus core of 155 acres. The university also owns ranches and other outlying properties
comprising an additional 8,357 acres. In 2008, Cal Poly’s population was:

e Students: 19,471
e Faculty: 1,293

e Staff: 1,752

e Total: 22,516

At build-out, the total population could reach 23,100.

Community of Avila Beach

The unincorporated community of Avila Beach includes an area bounded on the east by
Highway 101, the city of Pismo Beach on the south, the coastal zone on the west and the Irish
Hills to the north. It includes the Avila Valley area and most of the San Luis Bay Estates
residential development. Development in outlying portions of the urban area could lead to
substantial population increases that could alter the community character.®

¢ County of San Luis Obispo, Avila Beach Community Plan [Public Review Draft], January 2013.
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Port San Luis

The Port San Luis Harbor District (Harbor District or District) is the governing agency that
provides public services and improvements for the Port and regulates the various commercial
and recreational uses at the harbor. The Harbor District shares authority over land uses and
development under its ownership with two regulatory agencies: the County of San Luis Obispo
and the California Coastal Commission.

City of San Luis Obispo

The City of San Luis Obispo is located in a coastal valley approximately 10 miles inland from the
Pacific Ocean. Historically, the City of San Luis Obispo has been the sole water purveyor within
its limits. This allowed the city to maintain uniformity of water service and distribution
standards, and to be consistent in developing and implementing water policy. The City also
serves the County Regional Airport and Cal Poly. Since Cal Poly has its own allocation of water
from the Whale Rock Reservoir and has water resources that do not pass through the City’s
treatment plant, the University is discussed separately.

The City of San Luis Obispo has an existing (2010) population of 44,948 and a 1 percent
residential growth cap which assists in projecting future annual water needs. The current
General Plan estimates that the build-out population for the City will be approximately
57,200 people.

C.5.3.2 WPA 7 — South Coast

The South Coast WPA (see Figure C-16) includes Edna Valley (Golden State Water Company);
the Northern Cities Management Area (NCMA), which includes the Cities of Pismo Beach,
Arroyo Grande, and Grover Beach, Oceano Community Services District, agricultural and rural
overlying users; the Nipomo Mesa Management Area (NMMA), which includes the Golden
State Water Company, Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD), Rural Water Company,
Woodlands Mutual Water Company (Woodlands MW(C), ConocoPhillips, agricultural and rural
overlying users; the Santa Maria Valley Management Area (SMVMA), which includes the City of
Santa Maria, agricultural, and rural users; and agricultural and rural users outside of the three
management areas.

The primary groundwater supplies include the Edna, Pismo Creek, and Arroyo Grande Valley
Sub-basins, the Santa Maria Valley Groundwater Basin, and the Pismo Formation. Other major
supply sources include the State Water Project, Lopez Lake Reservoir, and recycled water from
the City of Pismo Beach Wastewater Treatment Plant. A potential water supply project is the
Nipomo Supplemental Water Project. The issues in this WPA include adjudicated groundwater
basins, limited groundwater supply, and to some extent groundwater quality.
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Community of Nipomo

The town of Nipomo is an unincorporated area located in southern San Luis Obispo County.

Community of Oceano

The community of Oceano is located immediately south of Grover Beach and Arroyo Grande
and is about 1,150 acres. Oceano includes residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and
public facility land uses. Existing population (as of July 2009) is estimated at 8,137 and the
forecast population is estimated at 12,855.

The unincorporated community of Oceano qualifies under the State’s definition as a
disadvantaged community (DAC Block Group MHI = $37,774) (see Figure C-58) and consists of
predominately Hispanic residents. However, these neighborhoods are contained within a larger
community that is clearly not economically disadvantaged. As result, the area has the
advantage of equal treatment because of their location within the larger community, but is
distinct enough to qualify for various forms of financial assistance to ensure that both basic
community infrastructure improvements and community amenities are provided.

Palo Mesa Village

The Palo Mesa village reserve line encompasses approximately 918 acres on the northwest
corner of the Nipomo Mesa around the intersection of Halcyon Road and Highway 1.’

City of Pismo Beach

The City of Pismo Beach supplies its customers with domestic water service. The dominant
economic activity in Pismo Beach is tourism, and as a result, the population of Pismo Beach can
more than double during summer holidays. The 2010 population was 7,676 and the forecast
build-out population is 11,854.

City of Arroyo Grande

The City of Arroyo Grande supplies its customers with domestic water service. Arroyo Grande is
located in the southern portion of San Luis Obispo County along the banks of the Arroyo
Grande Creek. Land use is primarily residential and agriculture with a small commercial sector.
There are no agricultural or industrial water service connections. In 2010, the service
population was 16,901 and the forecast build-out population is 20,000.

7 County of San Luis Obispo, South County Villages (Black Lake, Callender-Garrett, Locs Berros, Palo Mesa and
Woodlands) [Public Review Draft], January 2013.
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City of Grover Beach

The City of Grover Beach supplies its customers with domestic water service. Grover Beach is
primarily a residential community, with a small commercial/industrial sector. Approximately
80 percent of the water consumers are residents. No agricultural consumers are served by the
City water system, though landscape irrigation consumes approximately 90 AFY. In 2010, the
population was 13,156. The build-out population is expected to reach 15,000.

C.5.3.3 WPA 8 — Huasnha

The Huasna Valley WPA (see Figure C-17) includes agricultural and rural users only. There are
no large population centers with urban demands in this WPA. The primary groundwater supply
is the Huasna Valley Groundwater Basin. The issue in this WPA includes limited available data
on the groundwater supply’s safe yield.

C.5.3.4 WPA 9 — Cuyama Valley

The Cuyama Valley WPA (see Figure C-18) includes agricultural and rural users, and some oil
fields. There are no large population centers with urban demands in this WPA. The primary
groundwater supply is the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin. Twenty-two percent of the
groundwater basin is in San Luis Obispo County, and the remainder of the basin resides in the
counties of Santa Barbara, Kern, and Ventura. There is no separate yield estimate for the San
Luis Obispo County portion. The primary issues in this WPA include critical overdraft of the
groundwater basin and degrading water quality.
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Figure C-15. Water Planning Area No. 6 - San Luis Ob